
2020 Annual Recreation Department Report 

In looking back at last year’s annual report, the last paragraph mentions COVID-19 and noting that we would 
get back up to speed as soon as possible. Here we are, a year later, and we are still not quite there yet! It was 
March 14, 2020 when we closed everything down after that morning’s indoor softball practice at the 
Peterborough Community Center.  

In March, I came back from my foot surgery and in April John Kohlmorgen joined the PRD staff as our new 
Program Coordinator. Very soon thereafter, with all the uncertainty and the numerous programs that could 
not be run or needed severe modifications, we did offer some new programming for the current times. One 
example of new programming includes the creation of a NH League of Esports. Peterborough is now one of 
35 plus NH communities that participate. We also offered some other online programs as well as hiking, 
snowshoeing, cross country skiing and Intro to Kayaking and Stand-up Paddle Boarding.  A Fly-Fishing 
program and a Toddler Dance program were introduced and was very successful, utilizing Ecco Field.   

Some of the senior programs continued to be held, meeting outside until it was too cold to do so. These 
programs were also modified. For example, folks who wanted to socialize during the senior lunch program 
brought their own chairs, lunch and beverage and wore masks when they were not eating. Social distancing 
became an important component in preventing the spread of the disease. Dog obedience classes were also 
moved outdoors while some bigger events like the Easter Egg Hunt, the February Dance and the Fishing 
Derby were canceled. 

In 2020, the spring/summer sports did not occur, even though we held out hope that they would happen. We 
spent the spring trying to figure what we could open – watching the barrage of changing guidelines due to the 
pandemic. Spring morphed into Summer. 

Cunningham Pond was opened on a full-time basis, sooner than usual, but under a reservation only system. 
The reservation system also went through countless changes as the seasons progressed. I know many were 
not happy with the reservation system and limited access to the pond, but it worked. There was a huge 
number of non-residents who tried to get into the facility. Thank you to the staff and volunteers who helped 
in keeping Cunningham Pond open. We noticed that many of the non-residents trying to get in had 
GPS/internet programs with them, going from one body of water to another to see if they could gain access. 
They asked the gate attendants if Willard Pond was good. How about Thorndike Pond? It became almost 
comical. I do appreciate most people’s understanding, kindness, and acceptance during this time. We were 
able to keep the Pond supervised from Memorial Day through Columbus Day while providing a safe 
environment for Peterborough Residents. Due to many of the staff members not returning to school due to 
COVID and the volunteers’ ability to extend their help, we were able to stay open later than usual. Again, 
thank you. 

The repair and painting of the pool was also adversely affected by COVID-19. A project that should have 
been completed prior to June was finally finished near the end of July. Despite the pool not being 
operational, the maintenance crew was still very busy attending to work that usually gets side-lined for more 
pressing issues. The brush was cut back from the fields, several roofs were replaced and multiple sites on 
various PRD properties received the attention they needed. 

Due to feedback, we tried to put together a guideline compliant summer youth program. We tried to offer a 
modified teen and kids summer program, but folks did not sign up for a whole host of reasons. In the end, 
only two of the weeks had barely enough registrants to run. While we had to cancel group swimming lessons, 
we were one of the very few towns in NH who did offer swimming lessons via offering private swimming 
lessons.  



Most fall sports are run by outside organizations, yet we needed to figure out if we could get some of our 
PRD sports and other traditional indoor programming indoors.  This challenge was met by restructuring 
times, requiring registrations, and allowing cleaning time between each event. Cleaning and scheduling were 
labor intensive but the adult futsal players as well as the pickleball players were able to play throughout the 
winter. A few programs took a break for the colder months. Some non-PRD reservations were also made at 
the PCC.   

The Halloween “Boo” Event was restructured and reorganized as a Drive-Thru event that happened in the 
large Vose Farm Business parking lots. Thank you to all the volunteers and Juniper Property Management 
who made this event possible. We had a great time! Our indoor Holiday Festival of Trees event was 
significantly reduced, moved outside, and became part of the newly formed Southern New Hampshire Tour 
of Lights. The Tour of Lights was another collaborative effort sponsored by multiple recreation departments. 
Hopefully, the guidelines will be drastically reduced or gone so you can see the indoor trees this coming 
winter. 

Some winter programs, like the kid’s skiing program and Stroll and Bowl, were very successful during the 
2019/2020 season but did not happen during the 2020/21 season. Huge thanks to Susan who helped 
orchestrate the program with our wonderful chaperones while I was out in January. Unfortunately, due to 
vandalism, the ice-skating rink never officially opened due to damage that caused safety issues. 

A nice winter project was the remarking and re-routing of the Seccombe Trail behind the pump track at 
Adams Playground. This all came about in the fall when Joel inquired about trail restoration up behind the 
bathhouse. Since that time, some volunteers helped map a trail out, expanding the loop. Trail markers have 
been installed and trail head signs are in process of being made. 

I remain hopeful that we will all see a lot more programming as 2021 progresses.  We still need to be mindful 
of the guidelines for safety’s sake, but there is indeed light at the end of the tunnel! 

Respectfully submitted, Lisa A Koziell-Betz, Recreation Director 


